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Topics 

 Government Contracting 
Programs for Women-Owned  
Small Businesses 

 
 Certifications 

 Federal/State/City/Third-Party 
 

 Eligibility Requirements 
 
 Resources 



Federal Definitions 

Small Business Concern (SBC) -- defined by the 
Small Business Act as "independently owned and 
operated, not dominant in its field, and whose size 
falls within the size standards established by the 
Small Business Administration.” 
 
Women-owned Small Business Concern (WOSB) 
–  A small business concern that is  
•   At least 51 percent owned by one or more 
women; or in the case of any publicly owned 
business, at least 51 percent of the stock of which 
is owned and controlled  by one or more women 
•  Whose management and daily business 
operations are controlled by one or more women 



Government-Wide Federal Contracting Goals 
and Performance -- Fiscal Year 2012 

SBA Scorecards:  http://www.sba.gov/content/small-business-procurement-

goaling-scorecards  
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Woman-Owned Small Business 
Federal Contract Program 

•   Contract set-asides in 83 
industry categories (374 NAICS 
codes) 
•   “Rule of Two” applies 
•   Third-Party Certification or 
Self-Certification 

www.sba.gov/wosb 

http://www.sba.gov/wosb


Woman-Owned Small Business 
Federal Contract Program 

    
• The 83 industry categories Include 330 six-digit NAICS 

codes based on the 2012 list of NAICS codes 

 

• Each NAICS code is designated as either a WOSB or 

an EDWOSB (Economically Disadvantaged WOSB) 

 

• Only WOSB NAICS codes are eligible for WOSB 

contracts.  

 

• Only EDWOSB NAICS codes are eligible for EDWOSB 

contracts.   



Economically Disadvantaged Woman-Owned 
Small Business (EDWOSB) Requirements 

 Same as WOSB AND meets 
the definition of economically 
disadvantaged 

 To be considered 
economically disadvantaged, 
the woman must meet the 
thresholds for personal net 
worth, adjusted gross income, 
and fair market value of all 
assets 



What is “Economic Disadvantage?” 

 Personal net worth < $750,000 
(exclude ownership in business and 
primary personal residence) 

 Personal income <$350,000 (three-
year average) 

 Assets <$6 million (includes primary 
residence and the value of the 
business) 

 If spouse is in the business (as officer 
or employee) and/or has a financial 
interest in the business, spouse’s 
financial condition is considered 



By the Numbers 

 2013 FYTD shows Women's 
Contracting at 3.37% 

 

 Set Asides Contract $s$:   

 WOSB = $7.9 Million (213 
contracts)  

 EDWOSB = $1.4 Million (90 
Contracts)   

 WOSB/EDWOSB Total = $9.3 
Million  / 303 Contracts  

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&authuser=0&biw=987&bih=705&tbm=isch&tbnid=MfteOocA-WcQpM:&imgrefurl=http://sherylvalentine.blogspot.com/2012/01/course-note-137-contract-for-awakening.html&docid=e1yrDF9RMk28TM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-LuehDqmoOa0/TwyltX3bSYI/AAAAAAAABNI/yvHvAWmmq6Y/s1600/contract-sign-clipart.jpg&w=533&h=400&ei=IyOUUaTTKJH64AOr6YHQBQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:35,s:0,i:263&iact=rc&dur=938&page=3&tbnh=170&tbnw=227&start=34&ndsp=20&tx=115&ty=79


Woman-Owned Small Business 
Certification 

 Must be certified by a Third Party 
Certifier approved by the SBA 

 Or  

 Self-certify  by providing adequate 
documentation required by SBA  

 In both cases, documentation is 
submitted to a WOSB Program 
Repository established by the 
SBA 



Woman-Owned Small Business 
Federal Contract Program 
Third-Party Certification 

Four SBA-approved organizations: 

 El Paso Hispanic Chamber of Commerce  -- http://www.ephcc.org/  

 National Women Business Owners Corporation -- http://www.nwboc.org/  

 US Women’s Chamber of Commerce  -- ttp://www.uswcc.org/certification  

 Women’s Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC)  (WOSB only – 
not EDWOSB) -- http://www.wbenc.org/  

SBA will also accept current 8(a) certified firms 

http://www.ephcc.org/
http://www.nwboc.org/
http://www.uswcc.org/certification
http://www.wbenc.org/


WOSB Third-Party Certification 
Women’s Business Enterprise National Council 

(WBENC) 

•   http://www.wbenc.org and http://www.wbenc.org/Certification/  
•   Largest third-party certifier in the US 
•    WOSB third-party certifier BUT NOT EDWOSB 
•    14 Regional Partner Organizations provide certification 

http://www.wbenc.org/
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WOSB Third-Party Certification 
National Women Business Owners 

Corporation (NWBOC) 

•   www.nwboc.org and http://www.nwboc.org/Apply/index.html  
•   Established in 1995 

http://www.nwboc.org/
http://www.nwboc.org/Apply/index.html


Woman-Owned Small Business 
Third Party Certification Requirements 

 SAM  Registration 

 Upload to the SBA WOSB 
Repository: 

 Third party certification 

 Joint venture agreement, if 
applicable 

 WOSB or EDWOSB Program 
Certification Form 

8(a) firms need only upload the Program Certification Form and 8(a) Program Certificate 



WOSB Federal Contract Program 
Self-Certification Requirements 

 Evidence of Gender and US Citizenship:  Birth 
certificate, Naturalization papers, unexpired passport 

 

 WOSB Program Certification Form (WOSB only) 

 

 EDWOSB Form and SBA Form413 for EDWOSBs 
 

 D/B/A Certificate 

 

 Business documentation:   
 Partnerships:  Partnership agreement;   
 LLCs:  Articles of organization; Operating Agreement 
 Corporation:  Articles of Incorporation; By-laws; Stock 

certificates; Stock ledger; and Voting agreements, if any 
 Copy of joint venture agreement, if applicable 



U.S. Women’s Chamber of Commerce Initiative to 
Improve the WOSB Federal Contract Program – 

“Breakthrough” 

http://www.uswcc.org/breakthrough.aspx  

http://www.uswcc.org/breakthrough.aspx


ChallengeHER WIPP Initiative 

http://www.wipp.org/?ChallengeHER  

http://www.wipp.org/?ChallengeHER
http://www.wipp.org/?ChallengeHER


SAM–System for Award Management 
http://sam.gov  

Required registration for contracts over $3,000 

http://sam.gov/


Tune-up Your Company Profiles 
Federal – SAM Profile 
Update to show status as 
•   WOB 
•   WOSB 
•   EDWOSB 

New York State – MWBE Profile 
Don’t wait for recertification to update your NYS profile 
Directions:  http://esd.ny.gov/MWBE/ProfileUpdate.html  
Enter updates: https://ny.newnycontracts.com/Default.asp?  
 

http://esd.ny.gov/MWBE/ProfileUpdate.html
https://ny.newnycontracts.com/Default.asp


Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE) Federal Certification 

Four agencies in New York State administer a 

DBE certification program: 

 New York State Department of Transportation 

 Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

 Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority 

 Port  Authority of New York  & New Jersey 

A firm applies to only one agency for DBE certification and that agency’s decision is 
honored by all other DBE certifying agencies and all entities within NYS that receive 
funds from the US DOT.  

https://www.dot.ny.gov/main/business-center/civil-rights/ucp-directory  
http://www.dot.gov/osdbu/disadvantaged-business-enterprise  

(Construction and Transportation-related businesses) 
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DBE Criteria 

 At least 51%-owned by a socially and economically 
disadvantaged individual(s) who also controls the firm 

 Organized as a for-profit business 

 Disadvantaged owner must be a U.S. citizen or lawfully 
admitted permanent resident of the U.S. 

 Personal Net Worth of owner cannot not exceed $1,320,000. 

 Small business that meets the SBA’s size standard and does not 
exceed $22.41 million in gross annual receipts 

https://www.dot.ny.gov/main/business-center/audit/dbe-certification  
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DBE Directory 
http://biznet.nysucp.net/  

http://biznet.nysucp.net/


Other Federal 
Certifications 

SBA 8(a) Business Development Program 
•    Socially and economically disadvantaged individuals 
•   http://www.sba.gov/content/8a-business-development-0 

 

HUBZone Certified Small Business 

•    Must be located in a HUBZone and 35% or more employees 

live in a HUBZone 

•   http://www.sba.gov/hubzone/  
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NYS Definitions 
New York State Small Business – 
•   Resident to New York State 
•   Independently owned and operated 
•   100 or fewer employees, and 
•   Not dominant in its field.  
There is no certification process to be considered a NYS small business. 

Women-owned Business  Enterprise (WBE)  
•   Same as above except at least 51% owned and 
controlled  by one or more women (Article 15-A of 
the Executive Law) 
•  Personal net worth not to exceed $3,500,000 
(excluding certain assets)    
•   300 or fewer employees 



The Governor’s Mandate 

20% MWBE Utilization Statewide 

Executive Order No. 8 Removing Barriers to Minority and 
Women  Business Enterprises’ Participation in State Contracting 

http://www.governor.ny.gov/executiveorder/8  
2/17/11 

http://www.governor.ny.gov/executiveorder/8
http://www.governor.ny.gov/executiveorder/8


Woman-Owned Small Business 
NYS Certification 

https://ny.newnycontracts.com/Default.asp?  

https://ny.newnycontracts.com/Default.asp


Why Get Certified? 

• Listing in the Directory of Certified 
Minority and Women-Owned 
Business Enterprises 

 Business Growth and Development 

• Marketing Tool 

• Credibility and Authentication 

 

https://ny.newnycontracts.com/FrontEnd/VendorSearchPublic
.asp 

https://ny.newnycontracts.com/FrontEnd/VendorSearchPublic.asp
https://ny.newnycontracts.com/FrontEnd/VendorSearchPublic.asp


NYS MWBE Qualifications 

• At least 51 % owned and controlled by the 
minority members and/or women 

• Independently owned, operated and 
authorized to do business in NYS 

• Maximum 300 employees 

• Personal net worth not to exceed $3,500,000 
excluding certain assets) 

• Ownership must be real, substantial and 
continuing 

• Owners have and exercise authority to 
independently control the day-to-day business 
decisions 

• In operation for at least one year 



NYS MWBE Certification Process 

• Complete application and attach 
all required supporting documents; 
send package to NYC 

• Certification Specialist will review 
for completeness and send 
notification of receipt 

• Audit conducted of application 

• Interview and/or site visit 
scheduled 

• Final determination 



WBE Fast Track Applications 

 DBE certified firms 

 8(a) Business Development Program 
certified firms 

 NYC Small Business Services 

 Port Authority of NY/NJ 

 NYC School Construction Authority 

 NY & NJ Minority Supplier 
Development Council 

 Women President’s Educational 
Organization (WPEO) 



City MWBE 
Certification 

Programs 

City of Buffalo/Erie County: 
http://www.erie.gov/depts/eeo/mbe_wbe.asp  
 
City of Syracuse: 
http://www.syracuse.ny.us/supplier_diversity.aspx  
 
New York City:  
http://www.nyc.gov/html/sbs/nycbiz/html/summary/certification.shtml 

http://www.erie.gov/depts/eeo/mbe_wbe.asp
http://www.erie.gov/depts/eeo/mbe_wbe.asp
http://www.syracuse.ny.us/supplier_diversity.aspx
http://www.nyc.gov/html/sbs/nycbiz/html/summary/certification.shtml


National Association of Women Business 
Owners (NAWBO) 

http://www.nawbo.org/  

http://www.nawbo.org/


SBA Office of Women’s Business Ownership 
http://www.sba.gov/about-offices-

content/1/2895/resources  
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SBA Small Business Learning Center 
 http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-structure/counseling-training/online-small-business-

training/contracting     
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Marketing 
 Attend WBE Events 

 Examples: 

 NYS MWBE Forum Annual Conference and Exposition – Oct 
1-2, 2014  http://nysmwbeforum.org/   

 WISE Conference: http://wiseconference.com/  

 Maximize your certification(s) -- Include on all marketing pieces 

 Establish relationships with Diversity Officers 

 Example:  SUNY Procurement  
http://www.suny.edu/meansbusiness/vendors/campuscontac
ts.cfm  

 Join WBE organizations 

http://nysmwbeforum.org/
http://nysmwbeforum.org/
http://wiseconference.com/
http://www.suny.edu/meansbusiness/vendors/campuscontacts.cfm
http://www.suny.edu/meansbusiness/vendors/campuscontacts.cfm


Additional Resources 

 Women Impacting Public Policy (WIPP)/American Express Open 
Victory in Procurement: http://www.giveme5.com/  

 National  Women’s Business Council:    www.nwbc.gov;  

 Women’s Leadership Exchange:  
http://www.womensleadershipexchange.com/index.php?pagena
me=aboutus  

 Women TIES (Together Inspiring Entrepreneurial Success): 
http://www.womenties.com/  

http://www.giveme5.com/
http://www.nwbc.gov/
http://www.womensleadershipexchange.com/index.php?pagename=aboutus
http://www.womensleadershipexchange.com/index.php?pagename=aboutus
http://www.womenties.com/


TANTARA Corporation 

2013 Small Business Prime Contractor of the Year 

Ms.Karen Mills, former Administrator for the SBA, stands with 

Ms. Dawn Dearborn, CEO of TANTARA Corporation 



Follow-Up Assistance 

Small Business Administration (SBA) District Offices in Buffalo, 
New York , and Syracuse: 

 http://www.sba.gov/about-offices-list/2  
 

Small Business Development Centers (SBDC): 
http://www.nyssbdc.org/locations.html  

 

Procurement Technical Assistance Centers: 

http://www.aptac-us.org/new/index.php  
 

Women’s Business Centers: 

http://www.sba.gov/about-offices-content/1/2895/resources/13729  
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Presenter 

Roxanne K. Mutchler 
Acting Director, Government 

Contracting  Coordinator 
 

Procurement Assistance Center 
Mohawk Valley Small Business 

Development Center 
 

Toll Free: 1-877-789-BIDS 
 

Roxanne.Mutchler@sunyit.edu 



“Success is achieved and maintained by those 
who try and keep trying.” 

     --  W. Clement Stone 

Thank You! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=24AXUK0vUwEz_M&tbnid=o7nMcF2gje2-hM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.superbwallpapers.com/flowers/purple-crocus-6923/&ei=WExZU_H6GISfyASB1oLQAw&bvm=bv.65397613,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHkopwJwnxNXCW07u617gNNPyANjg&ust=1398447442479334

